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they provided an important service. 
In the post–Cold War world, how-
ever, the UN has been called upon for 
a broader mission—to be a peace-
maker. In the early 1990s, UN peace-
keeping forces frequently found 
themselves in positions that required 
armed intervention, a response well 
outside the mandate of their mission; 
yet, the circumstances demanded 
more aggressive action if only for the 
survival of the troops deployed. For 
example, with the breakup of the 
Soviet Union and Yugoslavia, new 
states sought assistance from the UN 
to protect their independence. In 
2014, the UN had seventeen peace-
keeping missions throughout the 
world, as follows, in Map 10.2.

In 1992, the UN responded to the 
need to enhance its organizational 
capabilities in this area by creating 
the Department of Political Affairs to 
coordinate peacemaking and preven-
tive diplomacy. Headed by the under-
secretary-general for political affairs, 

today this organization has over 250 staff at UN headquarters in New York and 
supervises over 1,700 staff in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East. It has offices in 
Burundi, Guinea-Bissau, the Central African Republic (CAR), and Sierra 
Leone.21 As a result, the UN has shifted even further from peacekeeping and 
peacemaking to peacebuilding.22 In conjunction with humanitarian NGOs, the 
UN sets up elections, reorganizes police forces, provides relief services, and 
participates in any other activities that are needed to create a viable state. It 
tracks global political developments, advises both the UN secretary-general and 
peace envoys in the field on best courses of action to attain peace, and provides 
service to states directly in the electoral process. In 2014, there were eleven 
ongoing political and peacebuilding missions:

Africa

•• UN Office in Burundi (BNUB)

•• UN Integrated Peacebuilding Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNIOGBIS)
•• UN Regional Office for Central Africa (UNOCA)

What Is Your Experience 
with Nongovernmental 
Organizations?

Do you belong to or support any NGOs?

a.	 yes

b.	 no

What kind of NGOs interest you?

a.	 political (Amnesty International, etc.)

b.	 environmental (World Wildlife Fund, etc.)

c.	 humanitarian (Doctors Without Borders, etc.)

Have you ever traveled to another country to work with an NGO?

a.	 yes

b.	 no

If so, where?

a.	 Africa

b.	 Asia

c.	 Middle East

d.	 Europe

e.	 North America

f.	 South America

g.	 Central America

h.	 Australia

How Do You
Connect?

peacebuilding
the UN, in conjunction with 
humanitarian NGOs, organizes 
elections, reorganizes police 
forces, provides relief services, 
and participates in any other 
activities that are needed to 
create a viable state


